
The UK’s Leading Performing Arts Foundation College



Contents
3. Why Train at READ?

4. Foundation Course in Acting 
   (1 year)

5. Foundation Course in Musical Theatre 
   (1 year)

6. Vocational Sixth Form in Musical Theatre 
   (2 years)
   
7. Funding your Course 
   and Application Details

8. Contact



Why Train at READ?
With decades of artistic and academic excellence, small 
class sizes, expert tutors, and bursary funding available to 
help you through your training, READ College is the UK’s 
leading Foundation College for the Performing Arts. 

The college is based in a Grade II listed church building in 
Reading - just 25 minutes west of London Paddington – and 
there are lots of student accommodation options available 
for those coming to study with us. Our building is on the 
edge of Palmer Park, just to the east of Reading city centre, 
and we are easily accessible by public transport.
 
Since READ College was founded in 2008, over 97% of our 
graduates have gone on to study at top colleges including:

Acting Schools
RADA, ALRA, Royal Central, East 15, Fourth Monkey, 
Mountview, LIPA, Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, Leeds 
Conservatoire, PPA, Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama, 
Rose Bruford

Musical Theatre Schools
ArtsEd, Bird College, Laine Theatre Arts, Urdang Academy, 
Mountview, PPA, Italia Conti, London Studio Centre, Royal 
Central, Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, Trinity Laban.

READ College was established in 2008 to support young 
people with talent and determination to gain a place at 
the UK’s top degree-level Drama and Dance Colleges. Since 
then, over 97% of our students have been offered places 
at leading schools, and our Access to The Arts™ bursary 
scheme and charity work has supported hundreds of 
young people from disadvantaged and under-represented 
backgrounds to get into training.

We offer three key courses
• Foundation in Acting (1 year)
• Foundation in Musical Theatre (1 year)
• Vocational 6th Form in Musical Theatre (2 years)

Our full-time courses are fully vocational and alongside 
excellent practical training, students gain recognised Level 
3 and Level 4 qualifications which allow them to apply to 
degree-level courses.
 
We also have a strong ethos of supporting and nurturing 
our young people. Our Welfare Team provide mental and 
physical health support for our students as part of their 
training, including free to access counselling services. 
We take a small number of students in each year group, 
allowing us to focus on the individual and take a personal, 
holistic approach to training our young people that gives 
them support and resilience to go on to have successful 
careers.
 
Our unique Access to The Arts™ bursary awards scheme 
also ensures that our courses are accessible to everyone, 
and as a registered charity all of our funding is ploughed 
into providing the highest levels of training and support 
for our young people. Being an independent institution 
means that we have excellent relationships with all the 
major degree-level courses, and our students benefit from 
visiting sessions with representatives from most of the 
UK’s leading Dance and Drama Colleges alongside their 
training from our own expert teaching faculty.

 

I am very impressed with the 
work that you  are doing, and I am 

happy to be a patron 
of READ College.

Dame Judi Dench, Patron
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Course Celebrating 10 Years in 2022!

Graduates at all major Drama Schools

Accredited Level 4 Qualification

Foundation Course in Acting
(1 year)

our students for their courses! Students graduate from our
Foundation Course in Acting with the RSL Level 4 Diploma 
for Creative Industries Practitioners, gaining 80 credits at 
Foundation degree level.

Student Welfare 
At READ College we pride ourselves on our excellent 
pastoral care and student support can be accessed 
through our dedicated Student Welfare Officer, including 
counselling and osteopathy. 

“I have nothing but praise for the staff and 
course at READ college and it has had a 
massive positive impact on my life and overall 
well-being” 
2018 Graduate Student

Led by an exceptional team of professionals,  the Foundation 
Course in Acting at READ College has a strictly limited 
intake each year to guarantee small, focused classes with 
lots of personal attention.

Our class sizes are small, as we make sure that we are able 
to work with each student individually and support them 
through their training. During an average week at READ 
College, Acting Foundation students will take part in the 
following classes – 

Acting       
Improvisation, British Theatre, Brecht, Stanislavsky, 
American Drama, Classical Theatre, Restoration,  Audition 
Repertoire.

Vocal
Speech and Verse, Vocal Technique, Ensemble 
Singing, Private Singing.

Physical   
Physical Theatre, Stage Combat, Body Conditioning, 
Dance (alternating between Contemporary,  Ballet 
and Tap).

Additional Weekly Classes  
Audition Preparation, Contextual Studies, Performance 
Class.

Alongside these weekly classes, we have regular guest 
workshops and masterclasses with most of the major 
degree-level Drama Schools and Colleges, some of whom 
even come and run auditions here at READ to hand pick

Click 
here to

read more
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https://www.readcollege.org/courses/foundation-and-sixth-form-courses/1-year-foundation-course-in-acting/


Foundation Course in Musical Theatre
(1 year)

whom even come and run auditions here at READ to hand 
pick our students for their courses! Students graduate from 
our Foundation Course in Musical Theatre with the with the 
RSL Level 4 Diploma for Creative Industries Practitioners, 
gaining 80 credits at Foundation degree level.

Student Welfare  
At READ College we pride ourselves on our excellent 
pastoral care and student support can be accessed 
through our dedicated Student Welfare Officer, including 
counselling and osteopathy. 

Led by an exceptional team of professionals, our Musical 
Theatre Foundation Course has a strictly limited intake 
each year with classes further streamlined by experience 
and ability, ensuring access to small, focused classes and 
plenty of personalised tuition.

Our Foundation Course in Musical Theatre doesn’t have a 
bias towards any one discipline – we train our students as 
triple-threat performers across acting, singing and dance.

Class sizes are small and streamlined on our Foundation 
Course in Musical Theatre, to make sure that we are able 
to work with each student individually and support them 
through their training. During an average week at READ 
College, Musical Theatre students will take part in the 
following classes:

Dance       
Ballet, Technical Jazz, Commercial Jazz, Musical 
Theatre, Contemporary, Tap,  Audition Solos, 
Body Conditioning.

Acting     
Improvisation, Classical Theatre, Audition Rep 
(monologues), Physical Theatre, Acting Styles, Play 
Performance.

Singing    
Private Singing, Ensemble Singing, Musical Theatre, 
Music Theory, Vocal Tech.

Additional Weekly Classes  
Audition Preparation, Contextual Studies, Performance 
Class.

Alongside these weekly classes, we have regular guest 
workshops and masterclasses with most of the major 
degree-level Dance and Musical Theatre Colleges, some of 

Over 98% Graduate Success Rate

Graduates at all major Dance and Musical Theatre Courses

Accredited Level 4 Qualification

Click 
here to

read more
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https://www.readcollege.org/courses/foundation-and-sixth-form-courses/1-year-foundation-course-in-musical-theatre/


Vocational Sixth Form in Musical Theatre
(2 years)

major degree-level Dance and Musical Theatre Schools, 
some of whom even come and run auditions here at READ 
to hand pick our students for their courses! Our Sixth Form 
in Musical Theatre is accredited by OCR and students study 
towards the Cambridge Extended Technical Diploma in 
Musical Theatre, which is equivalent to 3 A-Levels and can 
be used through UCAS to apply for university places should 
students decide not to go on to further drama training. The 
qualification is assessed in 18 modular units taken during 
the 2 year course.

Student Welfare 
At READ College we pride ourselves on our excellent 
pastoral care and student support can be accessed 
through our dedicated Student Welfare Officer, including 
counselling and osteopathy. 

“The family feel at READ is amazing. I’ve 
never been so pushed and felt so comfortable 
at the same time!” 
2018 Graduate

Our Vocational Sixth Form in Musical Theatre is unique 
in its approach, with a very high practical and vocational 
element being supported by Level 3 A-Level equivalent 
qualifications. We do not have a bias towards any one 
discipline of Musical Theatre, but train our students as 
triple-threat performers in acting, singing and dancing. Our 
personal approach is what makes READ the UK’s leading 
centre for Foundation Courses in the Performing Arts.

Class sizes are small, and we take a strictly limited number 
of students each year on our Vocational Sixth Form in 
Musical Theatre to make sure that we are able to work with 
each student individually and support them through their 
training. Classes are streamlined by experience/ability to 
ensure that all students are challenged and supported, and 
during an average week across 2 years at READ College, 
Musical Theatre Sixth Form students will take part in the 
following classes:

Dance       
Ballet, Technical Jazz, Commercial Jazz, Musical 
Theatre, Contemporary, Tap, Body Conditioning, 
Audition Solos.

Acting       
Improvisation, Classical Theatre,  Audition Rep 
(monologues), Physical Theatre,  Acting Styles, 
Play Performance.

Singing     
Private Singing, Ensemble Singing, Musical Theatre, 
Music Theory, Vocal Tech.

Additional Weekly Classes  
Audition Preparation, Performance Class,
Contextual Studies,  Study Classes,  Arts Administration.

Alongside these weekly classes, we have regular guest 
workshops and masterclasses in 2nd year with most of the

100% Graduate Success Rate Since Opening

Exceptional Vocational Training in Singing,  Acting and Dance

Accredited Level 3 Qualification
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Click 
here to

read more

https://www.readcollege.org/courses/foundation-and-sixth-form-courses/sixth-form-musical-theatre/


READ College is a registered charity (number 1142899), 
and we have a strong ethos of championing students 
facing barriers to entry and under-representation through 
our Access to The Arts™ programme. We take a holistic 
approach to understanding and helping you overcome your 
barriers to training, including creating an environment that 
accommodates your needs and makes you feel at home. We 
offer financial support whenever possible, although this is 
funding reliant.

For details of current fees and bursaries, please visit 
www.readcollege.org and look at the ‘Fees and Funding’ 
section of the course you are interested in.

READ College opens for applications in September each 
year (12 months before the intake date) and we run 
auditions from December through to May. The application 
process is completed online via our website, and we are 
always available on the phone or by email to answer any 
questions that you might have beforehand. We have open 
days in the Autumn and Spring of each year for you to 
come and find out more, with details updated regularly on 
our website and social media.
 
The college is based in Reading in a Grade II Listed Victorian 
church building, and for students from outside of the area 
there are plenty of accommodation options locally. These 
vary from halls of residence and homestay placements to 
house and flat shares. We are also very easily accessible 
on public transport from Reading city centre, with buses 
taking approximately 12 minutes door to door.
 
Twice per year in the October and February half-terms 

breaks, we also run our popular Audition Preparation 
days which give prospective students aged 14+ the 

opportunity to come to READ and work with our 
regular tutors on their skills to help understand 

what we look for at audition and to get some top 
tips before you apply. We also have our annual ‘Access 

All Areas’ courses, which last for 3 days and give you a real 
sense of what it is like to  study at READ College and what 
life is like working as a freelance artist!

Funding your 
Course and 
Application Details
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Click here
to apply!

http://www.readcollege.org
https://www.readcollege.org/application-form-payment-screen/


Contact Details

READ College, 
St Bart’s Theatre, 
St Bartholomews Rd, 
Reading RG1 3QA 

You can apply for our courses on-line by visiting 
www. readcollege.org/courses 

Or you can contact READ College Admissions on 
admin@readcollege.org 
or by phone on 0118 966 6275

We also hold Open Days and Audition Preparation Courses 
during the year so that you can come and experience life 
at READ College. 

Full details are on our website, or call us on 
0118 966 6275 for more information.
Email us at admin@readcollege.org

Click to 
apply online

Click to
visit our
website
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The UK’s Leading Performing Arts Foundation College 

#WhereDoYouWantToBe

https://www.facebook.com/ReadCollegeUK/
https://twitter.com/readcollege
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEg23KB1GZFiAbrXkIlCgKQ/videos
https://www.instagram.com/readcollege/

